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GENERAL ACTIVITIES OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF CANADA 
By Wyatt Malcolm, Assistant Curator 


During the summer of 1937 biological investigations were continued 
on the coast of the mainland of British Columbia; ornithological investi- 
gations were conducted in Manitoba southward from The Pas; the special 
biological survey of Thelon Game Sanctuary was concluded; a botanical 
survey was made of an area north of Lake Superior, in the vicinity of 
Schreiber; biological observations were made in Frobisher Bay, Baffin 
Island; further studies of French-Canadian handicrafts were carried on and 
archeological excavations were made on Prince Edward Island. As a 
result of this field work valuable material was added to the collections of the 
Museum and much information obtained of interest to science. 


The reorganizing of the exhibitional work in the Hall of Anthropology, 
started last year, was continued during the year 1937-38. Habitat groups 
are being set up, several very fine figures of life size having been prepared 
by Miss Frances Loring of Toronto. A new feature has been introduced 
in the Hall of Anthropology that is meeting with enthusiastic popular 
approval. This consists of placing in the alcoves for free distribution 
attractive, well-illustrated leaflets containing descriptions of the exhibits. 

In the Hall of Biology a large case similar to that accommodating 
the wood buffalo group has been erected for a musk-ox group, and the 
Museum staff will install the group and habitat. An exhibit that aroused a 
great deal of interest was the garden of wild plants set up in the rotunda 
in the spring and maintained by the Biological Division throughout the 
year, with timely additions. 


A start has been made by the Geological Survey on a mineralogical 
exhibit in the tower room, second floor, and it is expected that it will be 
finished during the spring of 1938. 

The Museum officials wish to express to various persons and organi- 
zations their sincere appreciation of innumerable courtesies; to all those 
who gave of their time and their talent and contributed voluntarily to the 
success of the two lecture courses, an account of which follows; to the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police for generous assistance; to the National 
Parks Bureau for the contribution of scientific specimens and co-operation 
in other respects; to all those who have made contributions and to those 
individuals and museums who have co-operated in scientific investigations. 


EDUCATIONAL WORK 


This phase of museum work has shown great expansion. It reaches 
persons and organizations all over Canada, and is one of the most 
valuable services that can be rendered by a museum in bringing accurate 
and specialized knowledge on natural history and related subjects to many 
who could not otherwise obtain it. 
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MOTION PICTURES 


A number of films were added to the motion picture library. They were 
purchased or were taken by members of the Museum staff. These films, 
besides being used in lectures and other activities of the Museum, are lent 
to schools, scientific societies, and other organizations interested in natural 
history. There has been a notable increase in the number of requests for 
loans of these films during the past year, as educational institutions all 
over Canada are becoming aware of the value of visual education. A 
catalogue of films available for loan is provided on request, and except for 
costs of transportation no charge is made. 


LANTERN SLIDES 


The number of requests for sets of lantern slides also increased. These 
sets, consisting of coloured slides, cover such subjects as geology, biology, 
anthropology, paleontology, and geography, and may be obtained on the 
same terms as the motion picture films. 


PHOTOGRAPHS AND MINERALS 


A large collection of photographs has been taken by officers of the 
National Museum and Bureau of Geology and Topography, and these 
furnish a basis for the Museum’s services to the public. Photographs are 
selected by museum officials to meet requests from teachers, scientists, and 
authors. Collections and separate specimens of minerals and rocks are sold 
to schools and prospectors at moderate prices by the Bureau of Geology 
and Topography. 

GROUP VISITS 


Visits from out of town schools to the Museum were made possible 
through the co-operation of railway, bus, and electric railway officials, 
who give special rates. The Museum staff arrange a series of talks to be 
given in the exhibition halls, and suitable motion pictures are also shown. 
Visits were made by schools from North Bay, Dalkeith, Canton, N.Y., and 
Renfrew, as well as from many smaller places near Ottawa. The Teachers 
Institute of South Renfrew arranged for a visit of one thousand children 
from the rural schools. 

The annual series of daily lectures was given for one week by members 
of the Museum staff to students of the Ottawa Normal School. During 
the year 1937-38 arrangements were made with the Chief Inspector of the 
Ottawa Public Schools for a series of visits one afternoon each week by 
pupils of the intermediate schools. Talks are given in the exhibition hall 
by the school instructor in natural history, and motion pictures supple- 
menting the talks are shown by the National Museum. 


LECTURE HALL 


There were ninety-two reservations of the lecture hall by scientific or 
educational organizations for lectures or meetings. Lantern slides and 
motion pictures were shown on most occasions. 
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MUSEUM LECTURES 


Preceding the regular Museum lecture series a program of educational 
motion pictures was arranged for school children. The films were shown 
on four Saturday mornings and it is estimated that there was'a total 
attendance of 4,000 children. с 

Two series of lectures on the life of the aborigines, natural history, 
geography, travel, and related subjects, were given under the auspices of 
the National Museum. The Lecture Committee, consisting of M. E. Wilson 
(Chairman), C. L, Patch, M. F. Goudge, and Miss M. Godwin (Secretary), 
reports that the series was most successful. Owing to the increasing popu- 
larity of the lectures, the Lecture Committee regret that it is not always 
possible to admit all who wish to attend. As in previous years, the lectures 
were given on Saturdays at 9.45 a.m. and 11 a.m. for school children and 
on Wednesday evenings for adults. Appropriate lantern slides and motion 
pietures were also shown. For the loan of films and slides the Museum 
wishes to express its gratitude to: the United States Bureau of Mines, 
Pittsburgh, Pa.; the Milwaukee Public Museum, Milwaukee, Wis.; the 
Consul General of Mexico, Montreal; White Pine Bureau, Toronto; Trade 
Commissioner for the Union of South Africa; Trade and Tourist Commis- 
sioner for the Dominion of New Zealand; Cunard White Star Line, Mont- 
real; Canadian Pacific Railway, Montreal; Canadian Government Motion 
Picture Bureau; National Parks Bureau; and the Bureau of Northwest 
Territories and Yukon Affairs. I 

The assistance of the Canadian Boy Scouts Association (Ottawa dis- 
trict) in acting as ushers in the Lecture Hall during the children’s lectures 
has been greatly appreciated by the committee. 

Particular acknowledgment is made of the co-operation of the local 
newspapers in generously providing space for reports and other news of the 
various lectures. 

Following is a list of the lectures: | 

How We Make Paper, by C. G. Malcolm, BSc., Superintendent of Pulp Mills, 
J. R. Booth, Limited, Ottawa. 

Playgrounds of the Prairies, by R. J. C. Stead, Superintendent Parks and Resources 
Publieity, National Parks Bureau, Department of Mines and Resources. 

Glimpses of the Mexican Plateau, by Lt.-Col. W. A. Steel, M.C., B.A Sc. 

Objectionable City Noises and Their Elimination, by R. W. Boyle, M.Sc., Ph.D., 
F.R.S.C., of the National Research Council. Ottawa. 

South Africa motion pictures. Shown through the courtesy of D. De Waal Meyer, 
Trade Commissioner for the Union of South Africa. 

The Iroquois Yesterday and Today, by G. C. Monture, BSc., Chief Editor, 
Department of Mines and Resources. 

England and the Coronation, by J. H. Putman, B.A., D.Paed., and pupils of Ottawa 
Intermediate Schools. 

To the Northwest Passage on the Nascopie, by D. A. Nichols, BSc., M.A., Topo- 
graphical Survey, Department of Mines and Resources. 

Northern Wild Life and Its Problems, by C. H. D. Clarke, B.Sc.F., Ph.D, 
National Museum of Canada, Department of Mines and Resources. 
The Maori of New Zealand, by J. A. Ruddick, LL.D. 
Ireland, by James Cormack, Canadian Government Trade Commissioner at 

Dublin, Irish Free State. 

Canada’s Principal Oil Field, by G. S. Hume, B.A., Ph.D., Geological Survey, 

Department of Mines and Resources 
The Story of Mineral Discovery in the Far North, by A. W. Jolliffe, Ph.D., Geo- 

logical Survey, Department of Mines and Resources. 
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Handicrafts of Old Quebec, by C. Marius Barbeau, B.A., B.Sc., LL.D., National 
Museum of Canada. 
Excursions in Science, by R. M. Prendergast, Canadian General Electric Com- 
pany, Limited, Ottawa. 
British Columbia, by J. M. Humphrey, Vancouver, B.C. 
Life in Paris, by Richard Finnie. 
The attendance was as follows: 
Thirty-four Nineteen 
children’s adults 


lectures lectures 
Total attandanne:. s. ss ss з. Se ot on ow эз 19,070 11,455 


Average attendance... .. .. .. so cr re .. .. 560 604 


ANTHROPOLOGICAL DIVISION 
Diamond Jenness, Chief of the Division, reports: 


Field Work 


The division had four parties in the field during the summer, one in 
Quebec, one that operated between the Maritimes and Ontario, one in 
Ontario, and one in Alberta. 

While on field-work in the province of Quebec, from May 20 to Decem- 
ber 8, Mr. Barbeau continued his study of ancient handicrafts, particularly 
those referring to early agricultural methods and implements, weaving, 
arrow-sash and garter making, and hooked rug making. He explored quite 
thoroughly some parts of Charlevoix County, of Island of Orleans, of Ile- 
Jesus near Montreal, and of Temiscouata County, and visited the Lake St. 
John and Saguenay districts. He continued his study of ancient records in 
churches and monasteries, particularly from the point of view of ancient 
arts, crafts, and traditions. Over 400 photographs were taken during this 
period. A new collection of folk-songs, mostly recorded on the phonograph, 
have been added to the previous collections, together with a number of folk 
tales, children’s games, and round dances. A small collection of traditional 
recipes was added to that of the previous year. 

With the co-operation of the National Museum, and on behalf of the 
Trade and Commerce Department, Ottawa, Mr. Barbeau selected and 
shipped the materials (Canadian Traditional Arts and Handicrafts) for 
the Canadian Building of the International Exhibition of Paris, which 
activity required about a month, spent in several cities of Eastern Canada. 

At the request of the Parks Bureau, Mr. Barbeau, in May, arranged the 
collection of traditional arts of Quebec (which he had assembled in previous 
years) in the new Museum of Fort Chambly, Quebec, and prepared the 
labels in English and French. 

Beginning June 2, W. J. Wintemberg searched in St. John and Iberville 
Counties, Quebec, for a stratified Algonkian and Iroquoian site, which, it 
was said, was being despoiled by commercial collectors. He succeeded in 
locating what is probably this site, but found that it was not so extensive 
and productive as was reported. 

In July and part of August he excavated some shell-heaps on Robinson 
Island on the north coast of Prince Edward Island, but most of the heaps 
had been partly washed away. He found pottery, which had hitherto not 
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been reported from Prince Edward Island. The material recovered is 
sufficient to show that the culture was the same as that of the shell-heaps at 
Merigomish, Nova Scotia, explored by Harlan I. Smith in 1914. 

After completing the work on Prince Edward Island he visited Larry’s 
River, in Guysborough County, Nova Scotia, where a rock carved with Norse 
runes was reported to have been discovered. The discoverer, however, 
had left the neighbourhood, carrying with him, it was said, the “inscribed” 
part of the rock. 

From September 15 to 21, at the request of Dr. W. Sherwood Fox, 
President of the University of Western Ontario, Mr. Wintemberg made 4 
preliminary investigation of a site near Waubaushene, Ontario, which may 
cover the remains of the French mission village, St. Ignace II, where the 
Jesuit missionaries Brebeuf and Lalemant were tortured to death by the 
Iroquois in 1649. He proved that the site had been palisaded, and he un- 
covered a few fragments of pottery; but his excavations were too limited to 
determine whether it was the actual site of the mission. 

During the month of August Dr. J. C. B. Grant, Professor of Anatomy 
in the University of Toronto, investigated for the division the physical 
characteristics and blood groupings of the Stoney Indians of Alberta. He 
examined 98 men and 68 women. Seventy-five of the Indians belonged to 
blood group O and 25 per cent to blood group A, a situation very different 
from that among the neighbouring Blackfoot Indians. At the present time 
Professor Grant is writing his report. 

The well-known sculptor, Miss Frances Loring, of Toronto, was en- 
gaged from June to December in modelling figures of Indians for the 
exhibition halls of the division. She completed four life-sized figures and 
two busts of children, which were crated and shipped to Ottawa by the Art 
Gallery of Toronto. Their artistic excellence and scientific accuracy give 
distinction to the section of the exhibition hall in which they are now 
installed. 


Office Work 


Mr. Jenness has devoted most of his time to planning the re-organi- 
zation of the exhibition halls and preparing the labels and guide-leaflets 
for the new exhibits. Three of these leaflets have now been printed. In 
September he spent a day in Toronto at the studio of Miss Loring checking 
up the life-sized figures she was modelling for the museum. He wrote an 
article on the Religion of the Canadian Indians for a volume “Religions of 
Every Land,” that is being edited by the Hon. W. J. Milburn; also a 
review of Collins’ “Archaeology of St. Lawrence Island” for the journal 
American Antiquity. He organized for the Indian Affairs Branch a series 
of radio talks by Indians from the various provinces of Canada, and after- 
wards edited the talks for publication. The demand for his museum 
report, “The Indian Background of Canadian History,” which was issued 
during the year as Bulletin 86, so far exceeded expectation that within four 
months both the English and the French editions were out of print. 

After his return from the field in December Mr. Barbeau prepared an 
illustrated monograph on Arrow Sashes and Garters. The MS. on Tsimysyan 
Songs, which he prepared a few years ago, has been submitted to the 
American Ethnological Society, New York, and accepted for publication; 
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it will appear in the course of the present year. Mr. Barbeau also edited 
in both English and French the films of ancient Quebec handicrafts, taken 
by Mr. Richard Finnie under his direction; they are now available for 
distribution. 


W. J. Wintemberg completed the study of the pottery from the Sidey- 
Mackay village site in Simcoe County, Ontario. His report on this site 
is nearly completed. He is now preparing a paper on “The Geographical 
Distribution of Aboriginal Pottery in Canada” for presentation at the 
шей of the American Association for the Advancement of Science in 

une. 


Winifred K. Bentley, who has been painting Indian scenes for the 
exhibition cases of the division, completed four scenes from the lives of 
the eastern Indians. 


Douglas Leechman, assisted by Mr. Roberts, installed the new exhibits 
in the anthropological halls, and made the setting for an Indian habitat 
group. He catalogued, and, wherever necessary, repaired and restored the 
specimens received during the year, and transferred a considerable portion 
of the collections to the Frank Street building. He arranged in the Parlia- 
ment Buildings, for the Indian Affairs Branch, a temporary exhibit of 
modern Indian handicrafts; and he prepared a travelling exhibit of Indian 
Art for the Manitoba Education Board. 


Several foreign scientists visited the division during the year. Dr. W. 
Jankowsky, a distinguished physical anthropologist and geneticist of 
Breslau, Germany, examined some of its material. Mr. Henry B. Collins, 
of the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, and Mr. Graham Rowley, of 
the Manning Arctic Expedition, each spent about two weeks studying the 
division’s collections of Eskimo archeology. Commander W. P. Roop, of 
the United States Navy, photographed and measured for three days the 
museum’s collection of Eskimo kayaks; and Mr. Affif Tannus, of the 
American College at Beirut, Syria, investigated the educational methods 
employed by the division. Dr. W. N. Fenton, Professor of Anthropology 
at the University of St. Lawrence, Canton, N.Y., brought an entire class 
of 35 students to the museum for a day. Mr. Leechman guided them 
through the anthropological halls, and interpreted the exhibits, and Mr. 
Jenness gave a lecture on the Eskimo. 


Publications 


Artifacts from Presumed Ancient Graves in Eastern New Brunswick. By W. J. 
Wintemberg. Transactions, Royal Society of Canada, 1937. 


A Hare Indian Dog. By D. Jenness. Canadian Field Naturalist, April 1937. 


Native Paints of the Canadian West Coast. By Douglas Leechman. Technical 
Studies, April 1937. 

Romancero du Canada. By C. M. Barbeau. Published by MacMillan, and Beauche- 
min, May 1937. 

Québec, ot survit l'ancienne France. By С. M. Barbeau. Published by Garneau, 
Quebec, June 1937. 

je Delicate Baskets. By Douglas Leechman. Museum News, September 15, 
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Lectures 


Folk-songs of French Canada. By C. M. Barbeau. National Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, New York, U.S.A., April 1, 1937. 

Canadian Handicrafts and Songs. By C. M. Barbeau. MacDonald College, Ste. Anne 
de Bellevue, Quebec, April 7, 1937. 

Canadian Folk-songs. By C. M. Barbeau. Re Kappa Beta Pi Convention, Monte- 


bello, P.Q., June 25, 1937. : 

Chansons populaires du Canada. By C. M. Barbeau. Congrés du Parler Francais, 
Quebec, June 28, 1937. T a 

The барша D. Jenness. Anthropology Class, St. Lawrence University, Novem- 
er 4, 1937. 

Quebec, Where Ancient France Lingers. By C. M. Barbeau. Men’s Association, 
Chalmers Church, Ottawa, December 17, 1937. 

Canada’s Eastern Eskimos. By Douglas Leechman, Unitarian Church Women’s 
Auxiliary, Ottawa, January 3, 1938. 

Ancient Quebec—Progress in Agriculture. By C. M. Barbeau. Men’s Luncheon Club, 

M.C.A., Ottawa, January 14, 1938. 
Protective Coloration. By Douglas Leechman. Canadian Field Naturalists’ Club, 


Ottawa, February 24, 1938. 
The Indians of Canada. By D. Jenness. Royal Canadian Air Force Station, Rock- 


cliffe, February 26, 1938. 
Handicrafts of Old Quebec. By C. M. Barbeau. National Museum of Canada, 


March 12 and 16, 1938. 
Accessions 


In addition to the archeological and ethnological material brought 
back by members of the staff from field expeditions, the museum was 
fortunate in being able to purchase the large collection of Indian specimens 
gathered in British Columbia over a period of 30 years by Dr. H. C. 
Wrinch. Numerous small donations have been received. The slow but 
steady augmentation of the collections year by year raises difficult problems 
of conservation and storage. The present value of the archeological and 
ethnological collections is not easy to assess, but a conservative estimate 
would place it near the half-million dollar mark. 


From THE STAFF 
C. M. Barbeau: 
A number of French-Canadian textiles. 


W. J. Wintemberg: 
Archeological material from Iberville County, Р.О. 
Archsological material from Queen's County, P.E.I. 


By PURCHASE 
363 British Columbia specimens, collected by Dr. H. C. Wrinch. 
By ExcHANGE 
1 whaling harpoon-head. 
By Donation 
Mrs. J. M. Somerville: 
Micmac specimens from Nova Scotia. 
Miss C. E. Sargent: 
Petticoat from Nova Scotia. 


Dr. H. C. Clarke: 
Human mandible from Northwest Territories. 


By Donation—Concluded 
Roy Gibson: 
Eskimo dog whip and four model harpoons. 


Miss M. Halkett: 
Small collection of Eskimo and British Columbia material. 


C. C. Parker: 
Ancient stone pipe bowl. 


R. J. Stewart: 
Archeological material from Saskatchewan. 


William True: 
Spear-point chipped from chert, St. Jean County, Р.О. 


P. G. Downes: 
Pottery fragments from The Pas, Manitoba, and pottery, stone, and bone 
specimens from Reindeer Lake, Sask. 


Dr. C. H. D. Clarke: 
Some wooden specimens from Mackenzie District. 


Evans Coombs: 
Pottery fragments from Carleton County, Ont. 


Thomas Stewart: 


Archeological material from Queen’s County, P.E.I. Pottery fragments from 
Hull County, P.Q. 


J. Eyre Holmes: 
Archzological material from a grave. Renfrew County, Ont. 


John R. Kirkconnell: 

Chipped arrow-point from Victoria County, Ont. 
R. T. D. Wickenden: 

Chipped chert specimens from Alberta. 


Harlan I. Smith: 
Chert scraper and pottery fragment from Saginaw, Mich. 


D. A. Nichols: 
Eskimo archeological material from the eastern Arctic. 


BIOLOGICAL DIVISION 
R. M. Anderson, Chief of the Division, reports: 


R. M. Anderson continued work on revising “Check-list of Canadian 
Mammals” and “Mammals of Canada.” Some critical determinations 
were made in the mammal collection and some cataloguing of specimens 
was done. The mammal collection of the National Museum numbered 
14,669 catalogued specimens on March 31, 1938. 
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Field Work 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 


Hamilton M. Laing, of Comox, British Columbia, with one assistant, 
Charles J. Guiguet of Vancouver, carried on an expedition on the mainland 
coast and islands of British Columbia, collecting specimens and data con- 
necting with the work done along the eastern and northern coasts of Van- 
couver Island in 1935, and along the mainland coast in the region of Powell 
River, Bute Inlet, Loughborough Inlet, and Kingeome Inlet in 1936. 

The party started from Vancouver and travelled by steamer to Rivers 
Inlet. Camp I was made at Rivers Inlet cannery, north side of head of 
inlet (about 51° 42’ north, 127° 17’ 30” west), June 5 to 17. Camp II was 
at the old mill site on south side of head of inlet, June 17 to July 6. Camp 
III at hatchery site, south side of outlet of Owikeno Lake, July 6 to 24. 
Camp IV, Safety Cove, Calvert Island (51° 32’ north, 127° 57’ west), 
July 24 to August 1. Camp V, Kwakshua Pass, Calvert Island (51° 38’ 
north, 127° 57’ west), August 1 to 11. Camp VI, Owikeno Lake, Genesi 
Creek to head of lake, August 16 to September 4. Camp VII, same site 
as Camp II, September 4 to 9. | 

The region covered may be said to be a cross-section of the country 
from the west side of Calvert Island to the head of Owikeno Lake. The 
thirty odd miles of inland lake are drained by the 4-mile Wannock River, 
and along this river lies the largest and only real flat of the entire region, 
extending from salt water to the foot of the lake. The sides of the valley 
in most parts of the inlet and lake rise very steeply from the water, and in 
most cases are difficult or impossible to scale. The creeks are also in many 
places impracticable to ascend. 

Westerly, Calvert Island has much of its surface devoid of heavy 
timber, with yellow cypress (Chamaecyparis nootkatensis) growing in 
stunted profusion, and is given over rather to Hudsonian type of flora, 
with “tundra” hills and slopes open to the Pacific Ocean. The inlet 
itself showed heavily timbered sections with Sitka spruce (Picea sitchensis) 
in good stands. Owikena Lake showed a slight change or third division, 
apparently slightly warmer and more dry. The yellow cypress ceased at low 
elevation at the head of the inlet, and from mid-lake to the head, the hill- 
sides above the water showed good stands of Douglas fir (Pseudotsuga 
mucronata), western birch, and black poplar. On some of the gentler 
slopes timber stood so solidly as to exclude all shrubbery. Not even the 
ever-present salal (Gaultheria sp.) could hold life in the shade. The forest 
floor was a “carpet” of rotten wood, windfalls ancient and new. Timber died 
on its feet and new spruces and hemlocks took root upon the bark of the 
fallen, surrounded it with octopus roots, and lived upon the decay. Little 
could be learned of the alpine realm, at an estimated timber-line elevation 
of about 4,000 feet, due not only to the inaccessibility but to the fact 
of its being hidden in the low-hung clouds. 

Little logging has been carried on in this inlet and only near the 
mouth of the Wannock had a little logging been done—a square mile of 
slash unburned, now being buried in brush tangles of alder, huckleberry, 
devil’s club, and typical shrubbery of the region, of which the salmonberry 
was here chief. The great spruces along the Wannock were probably of 
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‘most value as pulpwood, and many timber claims of the lake in the Douglas 
‘fir belt are being held for future development. The vegetation of the alpine 
area as found in early September consisted of the usual trees reduced to 
shrubs, especially yellow cedar and mountain hemlock and a vast abundance 
‘of both red and white heathers. 

| Of the mammal fauna, shrews апа bats were abundant locally, black 
bear common, and grizzly bear apparently not rare but hard to meet; 
marten and fisher present, but the latter very rare; weasels and mink 
present; otter scarcely known; wolves plentiful, but coyotes not known to 
be present; cougar not now known to be present; marmots said to be 
present, but not observed. It was noteworthy that on the south side of 
Rivers Inlet the reddish bellied Douglas squirrel (Sciurus douglasii) pre- 
vailed, but on the north side of the inlet and on Calvert Island the squirrels 
were of the white-bellied type (Sciurus hudsonicus). The collections made 
by the party included 298 mammals, 63 birds, and a number of amphibians 
and other specimens. 


NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 


During the summer of 1936, advantage was taken of a Topographical 
and Air Survey in the region east of Great Slave Lake to begin a biological 
survey of the Thelon Game Sanctuary, an area of about 15,000 square miles 
around Hanbury and Thelon Rivers, set aside particularly as a sanctuary 
for musk-oxen and barren-ground caribou. Dr. C. H. Douglas Clarke, 
with Mr. W. H. B. Hoare, former warden in charge of the Thelon Game 
Sanctuary, were assigned to this work, and with the assistance of the Royal 
Canadian Air Force, were able to make an extended preliminary aerial 
reconnaissance of the Thelon Game Sanctuary and its environs, followed 
by exploration by canoe and on foot, which resulted in obtaining much 
valuable data on numbers and movements of musk-oxen and caribou in the 
region. The party came out in October by the Athabaska River route. 

As the 1936 work was largely confined to the western part of the region, 
and the “season of biological production” was largely over before the party 
were able to begin work, the work was continued in 1937. The party left 
Ottawa June 13, and left Edmonton June 16 with Canadian Airways, 
Limited, picked up outfit at Fort Smith June 17, and reached Reliance June 
18, where a canoe was picked up, and a landing made on Heuss Lake, east of 
Artillery Lake, on oné of the extreme headwaters of Hanbury River, on June 
19. Heuss Lake was free from ice, but Artillery Lake, except for the 
extreme south end, was closed. Work was continued by canoe and on foot, 
and the party worked east to Beverly Lake by August. It was necessary 
to work down Thelon River as rapidly as possible, and Baker Lake was 
reached on August 20. Transportation was secured on the Roman Catholic 
Mission boat, the M. F. Therése, through the courtesy of the Right Reverend 
Bishop Turquetil, leaving Baker Lake September 2, and reaching Chester- 
field on September 3. Leaving Chesterfield immediately on the Fort 
Severn the party reached Churchill, Manitoba, on Setpember 12 and 
arrived at Ottawa September 18. 

Much new and valuable information was obtained on the range, 
numbers, and habits of the musk-oxen, which are estimated to number 
at least three hundred in the sanctuary area. The barren-ground caribou 
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were observed in great herds, and their movements studied, and much 
data was obtained on other game and fur-bearing mammals, as well as 
birds. The physiography of the region was carefully studied, and much 
information obtained on timber growth and condition at the boundaries 
between the forested and barren-ground areas. The mode of travel pre- 
vented large collections from being made, but specimens were collected 
sufficient for determination of doubtful points. It was an “ой year” for 
small mammals, and only 35 were collected. Thirty-four specimens of 
fishes and a large number of fish scales were brought, and they are being 
studied at the Royal Ontario Museum of Zoology. 


ONTARIO 


During the summer of 1937 the investigation of the flora of the north 
shore of Lake Superior begun in 1935 was continued by a party of three 
men. The territory covered included the area readily reached from 
Schreiber, Ontario. 

As in previous years the purpose of the expedition was to make as 
complete a collection as possible of the vascular plants, together with 
observations of their habitats and other ecological relationships. 

The field work was carried on from a base camp established on 
Walker Lake, approximately 14 miles west of Schreiber. From this point 
excursions could be made by canoe to inland parts of the area, and the 
highway that passes the south end of the lake could be used for motor 
trips to all westerly points, with the Canadian Pacific Railway available 
for all easterly trips. 

The party was in the field from June 22 until September 5, approxi- 
mately 11 weeks. The following places were more or less extensively 
studied: (1) Walker Lake and the lakes adjacent to it; (2) the highway 
from Schreiber to Rossport; (3) the Lake Superior shore from Worthington 
Bay to Rossport; (4) Copper Island, Wilson Island, and other islands off 
Rossport; (5) the Slate Islands 7 miles off Jackfish, including the Leadman 
group; (6) Victoria Cape; (7) the Lake Superior shore east and west of 
Jackfish; (8) a few points off the highway between Schreiber and Nipigon 
River; (9) Cook Lake and adjacent lakes; (10) Ronge Creek from the 
Lake Superior shore to Walker Lake; (11) Flint Bay trail, between 
Schreiber and the lake. 

As a result of the survey, over 600 different species and varieties of 
plants were collected, three specimens of each plant being generally taken. 
Among the more noteworthy collections are: Dryas integrifolia Vahl., D. 
Drummondiü Richards (these two found on the Slate Islands only), Lyco- 
podium sitchense Rupr., Selaginella selaginoides (L.) Link., Carex Vahlu 
Schkuhr., Polygonum viviparum L., Drosera linearis Goldie., Parnassia 
parviflora DC., Ribes hudsonianum Richards., Cystopteris montana (Law.) 
Bernh., Rubus arcticus L., Empetrum nigrum L., Vaccinium Vitis-Idaea L., 
var. minus Lodd., Euphrasia arctica Lange., Aster linariifolius L. In 
general the flora is typical of the northern coniferous formation—the climax 
forest being composed of principally black and white spruce, balsam fir, 
tamarack, jack pine, paper birch, and mountain ash. Due to recent 
extensive fires, the larger part of the area is now populated with tran- 
sitional stages in the development of the climax forest. 
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Upwards of 100 photographs were taken to illustrate the main 
characteristics of the vegetation. 

C. L. Patch collected specimens and material in Algonquin Park from 
October 9 to 23, for the study collection and for the proposed beaver 
habitat group. These included: skin and skull of white-tailed doe killed 
on highway by motor car, and skull of white-tail spike buck; two male 
spruce grouse, one of which was mounted for the bird exhibit and the other 
for incorporation in the beaver group; a crate of accessories (black holly,. 
club moss, bunchberry, etc.) for the beaver group; and 30 small mammals 
for the systematic collection. 

Lectures 
Some New Records and Extensions of Ranges of Canadian Mammals. By R. M. 


Anderson. Paper (maps and illustrations). American Society of Mammalogists, 19th 
annual meeting, U. S. Nat. Mus., Washington, May 5, 1937. 


The Present Status and Distribution of the Big Game Mammals of Canada. 
By R. M. Anderson. Paper (with maps). Third North American Wildlife Con- 
ference, Baltimore, Maryland, Feb. 14, 1938. 


Exhibition Work 


Clyde L. Patch continued the rearrangement of the biological 
collections in the exhibit halls, and also helped to a considerable extent in 
the Anthropological halls. One hundred and thirty-six specimens were 
added to the collection of amphibians and reptiles, which now numbers 
4,734 specimens. 

A splendid muskrat, presented by Mr. F. D. Burkholder, a prairie 
rattlesnake, and habitat groups of white-crowned sparrow, towhee, warbling 
vireo, black-footed ferret, and spruce grouse were placed on exhibition. 
Some of these were first displayed as “new exhibits” in the lobby and 
then placed in the synoptic collection. 

About the middle of May a bed of earth 12 by 14 feet was placed in 
the lobby of the museum building and remained there until the end of 
December. Through this period of 74 months, 84 varieties of living native 
flowers, shrubs, and trees were gathered from the bogs, fields, woods, and 
hills within a radius of 25 miles of Ottawa and planted during their particu- 
lar seasons in the bed of earth. Each was accompanied by a label bearing 
its name. A number of school classes were brought to see this botanical 
exhibit. 

A booth has been built adjoining the bison case, and therein will be 
constructed a habitat group consisting of six musk-oxen and a husky dog, 
with accessories and a painted background, representing an autumn scene 
near Wager Bay, Northwest Territories. 

C. E. Johnson continued preparing accessories and other scientific 
art work. The following pieces were done: 


Lantern sides ос tenaca 353 
Line drawings, range maps, and lettered exhibit labels........ 19 
ее Ur а A Ен ерігі 2 
Photo enlargements retouched and lettered................... 1 
Алы Мы ыра ee MU auci n 90 
Plaster bases for it 2 
Wax pieces (cast and finished as accessories for Museum 

en AE O A EC TE ү" 2,538 

Collections: 


Plants from Danford Lake, P.Q. (2 species orchids)........... 8 
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Exhibits completed: 


1 Indian food fruit exhibit for Indian hall, 6 sprays and 2 plants of wild 
plum, blueberry, wild strawberry, and wild raspberry, all in blossom 


and also in fruiting stage. Cactus plants for black-footed ferret | 


(mammal exhibit). 

1 white-crowned sparrow exhibit. 

1 eastern redpoll exhibit. 

Repairs to Hudsonian chickadee. 

1 prairie rattlesnake (reptile exhibit), coloured cast. 

Large clump of black holly bushes (in berry stage) completed for proposed 
beaver exhibit. 


Miscellaneous work: 

1 hand made Tamarac seedling (277 needle clusters) introduced to white- 
crowned sparrow exhibit. 

46 wooden plant and tree labels lettered in black shellac for special wild 
flower exhibit at Museum. 

1 design of Canadian beaver made for Parks Bureau (reproduced as a metal 
medallion); also another miniature beaver drawing inserted as centre- 
piece to another design to be reproduced as a metal badge for Canadian 
Parks officials. 

Assistance given to Entomological Department in making identification sprays 
of balsam with sawfly larve attached. 


Certain specimens in the herpetological collection were examined by Mr. 
Harold Trapido of Cornell University, and two groups of amphibians were 
loaned to Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y., and to the Carnegie Museum, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

D. J. Blakely prepared 113 birds (cormorants, owls, hawks, eagle, ducks, 
swans, geese) and smaller mammals (hares, black- footed ferret, weasels, 
lemmings, ground squirrels) for the study collections. 

J. E. Perron prepared about 25 large mammal skins, including elk, 
mountain goats, mountain sheep, white-tailed and coast. deer, caribou, 
black and grizzly bears, cougars, and wolves. He also prepared 555 
skulls and skeletons of mammals and birds. D. Blakely prepared a large 
number of birds and small mammal skins and kept the School Loan 
collection in repair, making some additions to the same. 

Over 400 mammals, birds, amphibians, and reptiles were loaned to 
educational institutions for nature study and art work. 


Accessions to Museum 
MAMMALS 
By Gift: 
F. D. Burkholder, Ottawa, Ont.: 1 muskrat, Ondatra zibethica, from near 
Ottawa, Ont. 
Hugh S. Bostock, Ottawa, Ont.: 1 skull of black bear, Ursus americanus, 
cranium and lower mandibles, from Klondike region, Y.T. 
L. S. Russell, Ottawa, Ont.: 1 skull of prong-horned antelope, Antilocapra 
americana americana (Ord.), cranium with horns, lower mandibles, and 
2 hyoid bones, from near Groton post office, Milk River Valley, Alberta. 
John J. Miller, Schreiber, Ont.: 20 mammal skins with skulls—4 Tamias 
striatus griseus, 2 Eutamias minimus borealis, 3 Blarina b. brevicauda, 2 
Clethrionomys gapperi, 2 Microtus c. chrotorrhinus, 2 Peromyscus m. 
maniculatus, 2 Sciurus hudsonicus hudsonicus, 1 Microtus pennsylvanicus, 
1 Condylura cristata, 1 Zapus hudsonius hudsonius, from Schreiber, Ont. 
Capt. Robert A. Bartlett, New York city, N.Y.: 2 crania of North Green- 
ie ue Lepus arcticus groenlandicus Rhoads, from Olrichs Bay, West 
reenland. 
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MammaLs— Concluded 

Major Allan Brooks, Okanagan Landing, B.C.: 1 mummy of the jackrabbit 
Da es up in a long deserted cabin in the woods near mouth of Adams 

iver, B.C. 

Harry Snyder Expedition, 1937: 4 mountain sheep (Ovis dalli dalli Nelson), 
2 rams, not over 5 years old; 1 adult ewe; 1 lamb of 1937 season; skins 
complete with skulls and bones of two legs, taken from above the gates of 
Nahanni River, N.W.T. 2 mountain goats, Oreamnos americanus, skins 
and skulls, and 1 grizzly bear, young, from Ida Lake, southeast Yukon 
territory. 

Roy A. Gibson, Ottawa, Ont.: 1 polar bear (skull only), 1 arctic fox (skull 
only), 3 seals (skulls only). Exact locality unknown, but probably brought 
in by the Annual Eastern Arctic patrols between 1923 and 1936, North- 
west Territories. 

National Parks Bureau: 1 grizzly bear, Ursus sp., female, 26 years old, skin 
and skeleton, one of a pair of twins that were kept in Park Zoo, the mate 
died about one year ago. Kept in captivity since it was about 4 months 
old, from Banff National Park, Banff, Alberta; collected by order of P. J. 
Jennings, Superintendent of Park. 1 white-tailed deer, male, western, 
Odocoileus virginianus macrourus Rafinesque, skin (salted), skull with 
antlers, leg bones, and pelvic bones, from Clear Lake, Riding Mountain 
National Park, Manitoba; collector per J. S. Charleson (taxidermist). 
Manitoba wapiti, Cervus canadensis manitobensis, 1 skull with large 
antlers, also complete skeleton, and skin, from Audy Lake, Riding Moun- 
tain National Park, Manitoba; collector J. S. Charleson, taxidermist. 

Carnegie Museum, Pittsburgh, Pa.: 1 polar bear, Thalarctos maritimus, male, 

adult, collected with other bears for a habitat group to be mounted in 
Carnegie Museum; by expedition financed by Mr. 8. C. Kerr, of Steu- 
benville, Ohio, from Beer Island, James Bay, N.W.T. 

. Е. Hanchet, Ottawa, Ont.: 1 northern grey squirrel, Sciurus carolinensis 
leucotis Gapper, in the flesh, Ottawa, Ont. 

. Earl Godfrey, Wolfville, N.S.: 1 mink, Mustela vison vison Schreber, 
skeleton, from Scott Bay, Kings County, N.S. 

. E. Lake, University of Saskatoon, Sask.: 1 Hayden long-tailed shrew, 
Sorex cinereus haydeni Baird, flat skin with skull, found in well, partly 
decomposed when found, from Turtleford, Sask. 

K. H. Lang, Aklavik, N.W.T.: 11 skins of small mammals with skulls, 1 least 

weasel, Mustela rixosa, 5 Dawson red-backed mice, Clethrionomys dawsoni, 
2 tundra mice, Microtus operarius macfarlani, 3 Drummond meadow mice, 
Microtus pennsylvanicus drummondü, from Mackenzie Delta region, Peel 
River, 26 miles south of Aklavik, N.W.T. 

Miss Hilda T. Harkness, Ottawa, Ont.: 1 little brown bat, Myotis lucifugus 

lucifugus (LeConte), Ottawa, Ont. 


By Museum Expedition: 

P. A. Taverner, A. H. Shortt, and W. Watkins: 19 mammals from Manitoba. 

Clyde L. Patch, Ottawa, Ont.: 17 white-footed mice; 1 white-tailed deer, 
Odocoileus virginianus borealis (skull only); 5 red-backed mice, Clethrio- 
nomys gapperi gapperi (Vigors); 2 northeastern chipmunk, Tamias strictus 
lysteri (Richardson); 2 meadow mice, Microtus pennsylvanicus; 2 short- 
tailed shrew, Blarina brevicauda brevicauda (Say); 1 northern white-tailed 
deer, Odocoileus virginianus borealis (Miller); 1 cinereus long-tailed 
shrew, Sorex cinereus cinereus Kerr; from Algonquin Park, Ont. 

Dr. C. H. Douglas Clarke and Wm. H. B. Hoare: 35 mammals from North- 
west Territories. 

Hamilton M. Laing and Chas. J. Guiguet, Comox, B.C.: 298 mammals from 
British Columbia. 


By Purchase: 

Charles E. Davis, Fanny Bay, Vancouver Island, B.C.: 1 Vancouver Island 
wolverine, Gulo luscus vancouverensis, skin, skull, and ligamentary skel- 
eton, complete, from trap line near Fanny Bay, east coast of Vancouver 
Island, BC. 
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Ён: 
By Gift: 

S. J. Chapleau, Department of Public Works, Ottawa, Ont.: 1 pair shark'& 
jaws, about 18 inches long by 8 inches wide, open position and: dried, 
showing natural replacement of teeth when those of outer row are. 
broken off; from Martinique, French West Indies. 


AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES: 
By Gift: 


J. Roland Brown, Hamilton, Ont.. ................ 1 
С. E. Johnson, Danford Lake, P.Q. .. 4. .. se ча as on tm us 2 
C. L. Patch, Harwood Plains, Ont., Burbidge, P.Q.. .. .. .. 64 
Theophile Pilote, Point Monique, Р.О... .. .. .. .. sa .. so 2 
Angus Short. Swan. River, Man; .. ...... ss ss se on ве o 26 
C. M. Sternberg, Manyberries, Alta.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 14 
P. A. Taverner, A. H. Shortt, and W. Watkins, The Pas, Man.. 26 
J. Lindsay Thacker, Fillmore, Sask. .. .. .. .. .. .. че 00 oo 1 

本 村 人 136 


THE NATIONAL HERBARIUM 


A. E. Porsild continued the work on his report on the flora of the 
western Arctic regions of Canada. Because of the considerable number of 
undescribed species in his collection the work of necessity has been slow, 
requiring much herbarium and library research; also the work has neces- 
sitated more or less complete revisions of a number of critical families and 
genera in the herbarium. During the months of July and August 1937 he 
accompanied the Robert A. Bartlett Expedition to Labrador and Green- 
land, obtaining a collection of about 525 vascular plants, aggregating 2,500: 
herbarium specimens. This collection has since been named and the 
duplicates made ready for distribution. In addition, several other col- 
lections were named and the specimens labelled, mounted, and inserted in 
the herbarium. The more important of these were: M. O. Malte, Labrador 
1928, J. Dewey Soper, Labrador 1926, C. H. D. Clarke, Thelon Game 
Sanctuary 1936, and H. M. Laing, Bering Sea Region 1925. 

A much-needed rearrangement of the plants in the Canadian herb- 
arium, from alphabetical to systematical order, was started. The fol- 
lowing families were rearranged: Cyperaceae, Gramineae, Ranunculaceae, 
and Compositae. Alphabetically arranged indices were prepared in each 
case for insertion in the herbarium. 

Over a period of years a very considerable amount of material, 
largely un-named, including several very important collections by M. O. 
Malte and J. M. Macoun, has accumulated in the herbarium. These col- 
lections, estimated at well over 100,000 herbarium specimens, of which a 
great many are duplicates, were examined for insects, sorted, arranged, 
and placed in storage cases. 

The work of labelling and mounting plants for insertion in the 
herbarium was continued, 7,248 sheets being labelled, mounted, and 
inserted during the year. The number of sheets in the herbarium on 
March 31, 1938, has thus been increased to 145,882. | 

During the year a total of 2,600 sheets were received as donations and 
on account of exchange. In addition to the plants collected in Labrador 
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and Greenland by A. E. Porsild, two important collections, aggregating 
about 15,000 sheets, were received, collected by Professor Thomas M. C. 
Taylor, Professor Robert C. Hosie, and others, on the north shore of Lake 
Superior, during field parties under the auspices of the University of 
Toronto and the National Museum of Canada, 1936 and 1937. Two 
hundred and seventy-six duplicates were distributed to other Museums 
on account of exchange, and 2,685 as donations for the naming of speci- 
mens. Arrangements were made with Dr. H. M. Raup of Harvard Univer- 
sity to study and name, in exchange for a set of duplicates, the important 
collection made by M. O. Malte and W. R. Watson, in 1925, in the vicinity 
of Banff. Dr. Raup came to Ottawa and from February 16 to March 3, 
together with A. E. Porsild, went over this and sundry smaller collections 
from the same region. During the year a number of Canadian and 
foreign botanists have visited the herbarium, and 1,431 sheets of plants 
were loaned to scientific institutions or individuals for study. 


Publications 


Flora of the Northwest Territories. By A. E. Porsild. Chapter on botany in 
Canada’s Western Northland, published by Department of Mines and Resources. 
Edible Roots and Berries of Northern Canada. By A. E. Porsild. National Museum 


special bulletin. 
Earth Mounds in Unglaciated Arctic Northwest America. By A. E. Porsild. The 


Geographical Review, vol. 28, January 1938. 


Lectures 
Botanizing in Labrador and Greenland. By A. E. Porsild. Ottawa Field Natur- 
alist Club, Annual Meeting, National Research Council Auditorium, December 9, 


1937. 
Greenland. By A. E. Porsild. Rockeliffe Public School, February 22, 1938. 


Accessions 

Plants received on account of ежсһапде.......................... 1,638 
Botanical Museum, Copenhagen, Denmark.................. 174 
Cornell University, Ithaca, М.Ү.............................. 1 
Botanical Museum, Praha, Czechoslovakia............... eee 200 
Gray Herbarium, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass.... 107 
University of Montreal, Montreal, Р.О...................... 345 
F. С. Meyer, Pullman, У... оскары 88 
New York Botanical Garden, New ҮотЕ..................... 226 
Dr. М.Р. Porsild, Godhavn, Огеепапа...................... 202 
Dr. H. Н. Steffen, Konigsberg, Сегтапу.................... 160 
Dr. Andres, Bonn, Сеттаяпу.........................»..»..... 100 
United States National Museum, Washington, D.C........... 35 

Plants received as CONGRONG.« cia ra аа 69% жамаға 962 
Lincoln Constance, Pullman, Ұ/авһ...................-....... 19 
Leslie Jenkins, Hoosier, Desk. riera eer re rr mee 14 
Dr, C. Heimburger Ottawa... nee ses rat à Yt 109 
V. В. Shelford, Churchill; Май... еен онеге n 1 
D CH D Chike OUS. Lou nsa AD ph haben Sov t уке mn 100 
Nicholas Polunin, Oxford University, England................ 705 
Staff, Division of Вісіору.................................... 14 

In addition the following were received: 
A. E. Porsild, Greenland and Labrador....................... 2,500 


Dr. T. M. C. Taylor, Lake Superior collection — 15,000 sheets 
estimated. 


іы 2536 ee ee Е лам X ee ee 


17 


Plants distributed on account of exchange...... en 276 
Botanical Museum, Lund, ӛуейеп.......................... 4 
E.G. Mevor, in 90 
Dr. M, P. Porsild, Godhavn, Greenland...................... 4 
National Museum, Stockholm, Sweden...................... 13 
Dr. H. H. Steffen, Konigsberg, Сегтапу.................... 165 

Plants distributed as Фолайота.................................. 2,685 

(For naming of specimens.) 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich.................... 40 
Gray Herbarium, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass..... 2,645 

Piante COO ee nr WR ROS ani area 1,431 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich................... 114 
Arnold Arboretum, Havard University, Jamaica Plain, Mass. 601 
Cornell University, Ithaca, М.Ұ.............................. 118 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C.................. 37 
Missouri Botanical Garden, St. Louis, Мо..................... 32 
University of Montreal, Montreal, Р.0)....................... 111 
University of Toronto, Toronto, Опі....................... 185 
Botanical Museum, Copenhagen, Denmark.................. 37 
Mrs. H. A. Haring, Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, N.Y....... 65 
University of Washington, Pullman, Wash................... 8 


Dr. А, J. Qrout, Manatee Pla. oco a eo orate et eie 19 
Gray Herbarium, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass....... 3 
Botanical Museum, Lund, Өтейеп........................... 3 
National Museum, Stockholm, Sweden....................... 98 


ORNITHOLOGICAL DIVISION 


P. A. Taverner, Chief of Division, reports as follows: 


The principal field activity was the continuation of the north to south 
ornithological cross-section of Manitoba. 

The party consisted of P. A. Taverner, A. H. Shortt, and W. Watkins, 
working at the following stations: June 2 to 8, on the shores of Reader 
Lake in the wooded spruce section some 14 miles north of The Pas; June 
9 to 20, Halcrow Lake, a small body of water in the mixed spruce and 
deciduous second growth 3 miles south of The Pas; June 23 to July 19, in 
deciduous agricultural country on Roaring River east of Swan River; July 
23 to August 3, near Garland; and August 6 to 26, at Singoosh Lake, Duck 
Mountain. The principal results consisted in establishing the normal 
northern limits of range of a number of Transition species and the southern 
limits of northern ones. Besides the bird specimens listed under “ acces- 
sions,” a number of small mammals, frogs, toads, and snakes were obtained. 

V. C. Wynne-Edwards was commissioned as biologist and Canadian 
representative on the 1937 Bowdoin-McMillan Arctic Expedition to Frob- 
isher Bay, southeastern Baffin Island, a locality from which there has been 
no ornithological information since that procured by Ludwig Kumlien in 
1877. Conditions were not favourable for making ornithological observa- 
tions, but a few specimens were secured. 

C. H. D. Clarke, in the course of studying the big game and faunal 
conditions of the Thelon Game Sanctuary in the Northwest Territories, 
brought back considerable information about the birds of this little known 


area. 
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Hamilton M. Laing and Chas. Guiguet in the course of mammal col- 
lecting, mostly about Rivers Inlet, on the little worked coast of British 
Columbia just above the head of Vancouver Island, procured a number of 
birds and furnished notes that help more accurately to delimit the range 
of a number of species. 

A very acceptable donation was received from Mr. and Mrs. A. C. 
Lloyd of a number of specimens of birds from Utah not previously well 
represented in our collections. 

A very important accession consists of four trumpeter Swans, Cygnus 
buccinator, a species that every effort, public and private, is being made to 
save from extinction. These birds were wintering on a retired mountain 
lake, guarded by a warden against stray poachers or human interference. 
Through unusual weather conditions, the freezing and subsequent flooding 
of the lake, their food was shut off and they starved. 

This is an example of the difficulties that may be experienced in bring- 
ing back or continuing a species that is once reduced to precarious num- 
bers. It will be remembered that some years ago another flock of this 
disappearing species, although guarded against all danger that could be 
foreseen, met with unexpected disaster. Through unusual ice conditions 
it was forced off its usual feeding grounds to another area that had been 
considerably shot over. Picking up spent shot from the gravelly bottom 
they succumbed to lead poisoning. 

The usual number of inquiries on ornithological subjects were 
answered. These ranged from requests for identification from casual 
os to more or less extended discussions with specializing ornitho- 
ogists. 

Loans of specimens have been made to individuals and to institutions 
as follows: 

3 lots to Bureau of the Biological Survey, Washington, D.C. 
2 lots to Major Allan Brooks, Okanagan Landing, B.C. 
1 lot to J. A. Munro, Okanagan Landing, B.C. 


1 lot to C. F. Holmes, Dollard, Sask. 
Specimens to various local artists requiring models for their pictures. 


Office Work 


The current bibliographical work and distributional maps of the divi- 
sion have been brought up to the date of January 1, 1938, and some of the 
earlier writings have been incorporated. About 2,000 cards have been 
added to the bibliographical indices. 

With the assistance of Dr. Harrison F. Lewis of the National Parks 
Bureau, Mr. A. LaRocque of the Geological Survey, and M. J. T. Delacour 
of Chateau de Cléres, France, a French-English check-list of Canadian 
birds has been prepared in manuscript. 

Preliminary distributional lists of birds for each of the nine provinces 
have been compiled for office use. 

The manuscript of A Practical Manual of the Water and Game Birds, 
a work that should be of interest to the general sportsman as well as to 
the specializing ornithologist, has been largely rewritten and brought up to 
date. 


мақаладан ы ыы in HN 
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Exhibition Halls 


In the bird exhibition hall some replacement of old with better material 
has been done and minor details improved. 


Accessions 
Birds received and catalogued.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ce ce 2. we 790 
Bete DIN ера. ss uu A iac e EDAX Mx O ТТІ. 7 
By Gift 
A. E. Bourguinon, Ottawa, mounted partial albino redstart, Ruticilla setophaga, 
from Ottawa. 


M. J. Dempsey, Warden, Buffalo Park, per Northwest Territories Council, frag- 
mentary skin of magpie, Pica pica, caught in trap in the park. 

National Parks Bureau, fragments of Gannet, Moris bassana, from Nova Scotia, 
sent in for identification and prepared for osteological collection. 

Richard Finnie, Carp, Ont., vesper sparrow, Pooecetes gramineus, in flesh. 

Alan Moses, Grand Manan, N.B., two double-crested cormorants, Phalcrocorax 
auritus, salted skins. 

E. 5 à White, Ottawa, common pheasant, Phasianus colchicus, from Victoria, 


Dr. Harrison F, Lewis, National Parks Bureau, Ottawa, palm warbler, Dendroica 
palmarum, skin, from Seven Islands, Saguenay Co., P.Q. 

Major Allan Brooks, Okanagan Landing, B.C., pair cinnamon teal, Querquedula 
cyanoptera, fresh skins for mounting, from Okanagan Landing, B. 

F. G. White, Ottawa, palm warbler, Dendroica palmarum, and snow goose, 
Chen hyperborea, from Seven Islands and near Quebec, P.Q. 

C. F. Holmes, Dollard, Sask., nestling lark sparrow, Chondestes grammacus, from 
southern Saskatchewan. | 

Dr. Ralph E. DeLury, Dominion Observatory, Ottawa, Wilson’s Thrush, Hylocichla 
fuscescens, from Ottawa. 

R. Meredith, Quebec, P.Q., four yellow rails, Coturnicops noveboracensis, in flesh, 
from near Quebec. 

R. W, Tufts, Chief Federal Migratory Bird Officer for the Maritime Provinces, 
Wolfville, N.S., arctic and roseate terns, Sterna paradisaea and dougalli, from 
Nova Scotia. 

Frank L. Farley, Camrose, Alta. nest and young of bronzed grackle, from 
Churchill, Manitoba, taken by W. Wilks. 

Dr. H. R. Rabb, Fort Coulonge, P.Q., double-crested cormorant, Phalcrocoraz 
auritus, coot, Fulica americana, horned grebe, Colymbus auritus, and red- 
throated loon, Gavia stellata, all in flesh. 

Mr. anc Mrs. A. C. Lloyd, Pittsburgh, Pa., 62 bird skins, from Utah. 

a W. Bedard, Ottawa, American woodcock, Philohela minor, in flesh, from 

ttawa. 

R. Bray, London, England, of the British Arctic Expedition, four downy young 
sandpipers, Pisobia bairdi and fuscicollis, and glaucus gull, Larus hyperboreus, 
from Melville Peninsula. 

E. B. Hackett, Ottawa, snowy owl, in flesh, from Ottawa. 

Angus Shortt, Winnipeg, Man., red-throated loon, Gavia stellata, and broad- 
winged hawk, Buteo platypterus, from Manitoba. 

A. D. Henderson, Belvedere, Alta., ring-billed gull, Larus delawarensis, skin, from 
Belvedere, Alta. 

Say Batz Мом, Alta. Savannah sparrow, Passerculus sandwichensis, from Rose- 
bud, Alta. 


By Museum Expedition 
P. A. Taverner, Angus Shortt, and W. Watkins, western Manitoba from The Pas 
to Duck Mountain: 
557 bird skins. 
Photographs, motion and still. 
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By Museum Expedition—Concluded 


H. M. Laing and Chas. Guiguet, British Columbia main coast in neighbourhood 
of Rivers Inlet: 64 bird skins. 

C. H. D. Clarke, Thelon Game Sanctuary, Mackenzie and Keewatin Districts, 
Northwest Territories: 13 bird skins and 6 sets of eggs. 

V. C. Wynne-Edwards, on Bowdoin-McMillan 1937 expedition to southeastern 
Baffin Island and Frobisher Bay: 15 bird skins. 


By Purchase 


Albert Monger, Tête à la Baleine, Saguenay Co., P.Q., through Н. Е. Lewis, 


National Parks Bureau: American egret, Casmerodius albus, from near Meca- 
tina River, Saguenay Co., P.Q. 


Cyril Mercier, Whale Head, Saguenay Со. P.Q., through Н. Е. Lewis, National 
Parks Bureau: 


perfect albino American eider, Somateria mollissima, from 
same locality. 


Ralph Edwards, Hagensburgh, B.C., per National Parks Bureau: four trumpeter 
Ж» Cygnus buccinator, complete with sterna. Fresh skins of winter-killed 


irds. 
W. Earl Godfrey, Wolfville, N.S., yellow-crowned night heron, Nyctanassa violacea, 
from Wolfville, NS. 


By Exchange 


Dr. Max M. Peet, Ann Arbor, Mich.: 6 screech owls, Otus asio, from northern 
Minnesota and North Dakota. 


By Staff 


P. A. Taverner: partial albino bronzed grackle, Quisculus guiscula, purple finch, 
Carpodacus purpureus, and starling, Sturnus vulgaris, from Ottawa; 2 American 
egrets, Casmerodius albus, bittern, Botaurus lentiginosus, and sandhill crane, 
Grus canadensis, from Florida. The latter birds picked up dead or wounded by 
the roadside. | 

C. L. Patch: 2 spruce grouse, Canachites canadensis, Algonquin Park, Ont. 

D. J. Blakeley: 10 birds incidentally collected near Ottawa. 

A. E. Porsild: mummified wheatear, Oenanthe oenanthe, from Disco, Greenland. 


Publication 


Bird Populations, Past and Present. 


A Personal Experience. By P. A. Taverner. 
Bird-Lore, July-August 1937. 
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OTTAWA 
J. O. PATENAUDE, 1.5.0. 
PRINTER TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY 
1938 


